
Weddings & Blessings at Saint Mark’s 

INTRODUCTION

Congratulations on your engagement! 

This information has been prepared for your use in planning your wedding or blessing 
service, complying with the Canons of the Church, the rubrics of the Book of Common 
Prayer and the laws of Minnesota. Please carefully review this information. We want your 
service to be both meaningful and memorable.

The Cathedral Church of St. Mark wishes you all happiness as you venture into your new 
life together.

THE REQUIREMENTS 

St. Mark’s will marry Cathedral members, their children and those who call St. Mark’s their 
spiritual home. Pending approval from the Dean, referrals from another Episcopal parish 
within the Episcopal Church of Minnesota with a letter of request from the Rector are 
allowed. At least one member of the couple, and preferably both, must be baptized.

At least six-month’s notice with clergy approval is required before a wedding will be 
scheduled on the calendar. A non-refundable $400 deposit must be received to secure 
the date and time on the Cathedral’s calendar. Dates will not be reserved or held without 
this deposit.

Weddings and blessings are offered every Friday at 5PM and Saturdays at 11AM and 4PM. 
Marriages are not conducted during the seasons of Advent or Lent.

It is St. Mark’s practice that wedding and blessing couples communicate directly with the 
staff of the Cathedral, including their assigned clergy, the Canon Musician and wedding 
coordinator rather than having a parent, guardian or outside wedding planner facilitate 
communication.

FEES

Fees and charges are available upon request by filling out the Wedding Information 
Request form

MARRIAGE LICENSE 

A marriage license from the State of Minnesota is a prerequisite and must be applied for 
at least five (5) days prior to the ceremony. After the license is issued, it is valid within the 
State of Minnesota for a period of six (6) months.  

https://ourcathedral.org/connect/lifes-big-events/wedding-information-form/


NON-CATHEDRAL CLERGY

St. Mark’s is an Episcopal Church and an Episcopal priest or bishop must officiate at all 
weddings or blessings celebrated here. Episcopal clergy who are not on the staff of St. 
Mark’s may participate or officiate at a wedding or blessing with the approval of the Dean 
as long as they are licensed to perform marriages in Minnesota. Clergy from other 
denominations are welcome to assist and participate in the service, but only with the 
Dean’s approval. In both instances, the Canons of the Episcopal Church and the customs 
of the Cathedral must be followed. 

PREPERATION FOR MARRIAGE
 
Premarital counseling is required of all couples marrying at Saint Mark’s. St. Mark’s clergy 
will discuss counseling options with you during your initial interview. 

Permission must be received from the Bishop of Minnesota to solemnize your marriage if 
either of you have been divorced.  An Application for Episcopal Consent should be 
initiated at least three months prior to your wedding in order for the permission to be 
granted in time for your ceremony.  

All couples are required to attend a Wedding Workshop that is led by one of our Wedding 
Coordinators. The workshop lasts about one hour and includes a brief overview of the 
wedding day and information regarding service bulletins, flowers, music, photography and 
other important planning details. 

Along with our officiating clergy, our Lead Wedding Coordinator is an integral part of 
planning weddings and blessings at St. Mark’s. She will advise you on all questions 
regarding policies and procedures. The Coordinator will contact you upon receiving the 
completed Wedding Information Request form found here.. 

THE REHEARSAL 

The purpose of the rehearsal is to acquaint members of the wedding party with their 
respective roles and responsibilities in the service so that the ceremony may be conducted 
in a relaxed but worshipful manner. 

Rehearsals are generally scheduled the day before the ceremony and last about one hour. 
The officiating clergy is present to rehearse the actual ceremony. The Wedding 
Coordinator is available to instruct the parties in proper procedures for the processional 
and recessional, ushering, seating, readings of the lessons and various movements during 
the ceremony. The Canon Musician is not present for rehearsal. 

One usher is generally needed for each 50 guests. Attendants may double as ushers but it 
is helpful for one usher to remain in the entrance to the Cathedral for late arrivals. 

mailto:manitou33@me.com
https://ourcathedral.org/connect/lifes-big-events/wedding-information-form/


Signing of the official documents and The Marriage Registry by the marrying couple and 
their witnesses is usually done 15 minutes before the start of the rehearsal. The Cathedral 
Wedding Coordinator will send the necessary documents to the County Clerk’s office 
following the wedding ceremony. 

The Ceremony 

THE SERVICE 

The service will follow appropriate liturgies of the Episcopal Church. Within that 
framework, you may select your readings, lessons and music. These elements should be 
discussed with your officiating clergy about two to three months beforehand. 

The wedding or blessing ceremony can include a Holy Eucharist in which the entire 
congregation is invited to participate. 

Please note: Our clergy reserve the right to cancel the service if any member of the 
wedding party is found in possession of, or under the influence of alcohol or drugs during 
the rehearsal or wedding ceremony.  

MUSIC

Weddings and blessings at St. Mark’s are acts of worship celebrating the covenant between 
two people and God. Guidelines for music are subject to the same standards as any other 
service at the Cathedral. Only sacred music may be used. 

Please meet with our Canon Musician at least three months prior to your wedding to 
review and select music. He can also give referrals for other musicians (instrumentalists or 
vocalists).

All music performed at a wedding is subject to the approval of the Canon Musician and 
your officiant. 

TIME
 
Weddings at the Cathedral are offered at 5:00 on Fridays and 11:00 and 4:00 on Saturdays. 
Rehearsals are generally held the day before the wedding and last approximately one hour.  

Weddings in the Hewitt Chapel or All Saints Chapel may be scheduled on days other than 
Fridays and Saturdays. Maximum size for a chapel wedding is 20-25 people. 

It is essential that all members of your Wedding Party are present and on time for both the 
rehearsal and ceremony itself, including parents, ushers and readers. 



USE OF THE BUILDING
 
There is a dressing room with attached bathroom on the lower level of the Cathedral. For 
security reasons, this room is locked during the service. Following the ceremony, your 
wedding coordinator will unlock the room so that a designated person(s) can remove all 
personal items. The Cathedral is not responsible for any lost or stolen items. 

The main portion of St. Mark’s Cathedral is over 100 years old, making it a magnificent 
place of worship. Historic buildings need maintenance and St. Mark’s is no exception. 
While our staff will give as much advance notice as possible regarding work that may affect 
a wedding, we reserve the right to perform any and all work on our building and grounds 
as necessary. 

DECORATION 

Flowers are allowed behind the altar in the existing urns, wired onto the Cathedral 
candelabras (available for rental), and at the chancel steps on the two provided pedestals. 

Floral arrangements may also be affixed to hooks on any or all of the pillars at the sides of 
the nave and wreaths may be hung on the front door of the church using the existing 
hooks.  

PHOTOGRAPHY & VIDEOGRAPHY 

Photographers and videographers must adhere to strict guidelines that preserve the 
sacred nature of the service, not intruding on the ceremony or interfering with the 
sightlines of guests. 

Photographs may be taken in the Cathedral starting two hours prior to the wedding and 
up to one-half hour after the wedding. Photography should conclude at least 30 minutes 
prior to the ceremony’s beginning in order for guests to be seated. 

Photographs and video recordings may be taken only from the side aisles, the back of the 
church, the upper choir loft and from the Hewitt Chapel. No flash photography is 
permitted during the service. While pictures are important, they will not be allowed to 
disrupt the service or the guests. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

If you would additional information about weddings and blessings at St. Mark’s, please 
complete a Wedding Information Sheet found on the Weddings & Blessings webpage. 

https://ourcathedral.org/connect/lifes-big-events/wedding-information-form/



